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treaty as thus modified. Turkey remained a European
Power. The Slav advance was checked. The game was
won, completely won, and without the loss of a single man,
without a single rifle-shot. The guide brought his sightseers
back to the shore, unscathed and happy, but a little tired*
"A good guide," thought Britannia, "but reckless/

In Beaconsfield's eyes, the most enchanting point in the
affair was the acquisition of Cyprus. Thirty years earlier,
in Tancred, he had made clear announcement of this. It
pleased him thus to pass his romances and his dreams into
history. What's more, Cyprus was the Isle of Venus.
Richard Coeur de Lion had given it to Lusignan, King of
Jerusalem, he who had become Count of Paphos. And now
the city of Aphrodite and the romantic kingdom of the
Crusaders would be joined with Gibraltar and Malta to
round off the English Mediterranean. It was a great day for
the old artist who took pleasure in these secular games. -